Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era investigates how the Vietnam War both reinforced and challenged the gender roles that were key components of American Cold War ideology. Although popular memory of the Vietnam War centers on the "combat moment," refocusing attention onto women and gender paints a more complex and accurate picture of the war's far-reaching impact beyond the battlefields. Encounters between Americans and Vietnamese were shaped by a cluster of intertwined images used to make sense of and justify American intervention and use of force in Vietnam. These images included the girl next door, a wholesome reminder of why the United States was committed to defeating communism; the treacherous and mysterious "dragon lady," who served as a metaphor for Vietnamese women and South Vietnam; the John Wayne figure, entrusted with the duty of protecting civilization from savagery; and the gentle warrior, whose humanitarian efforts were intended to win the favor of the South Vietnamese. Heather Marie Stur also examines the ways in which ideas about masculinity shaped the American GI experience in Vietnam, and ultimately, how some American men and women returned from
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Stur, Heather Marie, 1975-Beyond combat : women and gender in the Vietnam War era / Heather Marie Stur. p. cm. Includes bibliographical references and index. isbn 978-0-521-76275-5 (hardback) -isbn 978-0-521-12741-7 (pbk.) 1. Vietnam War, 1961 -1975 -Women. 2. Vietnam War, 1961 -1975 -Participation, Female. 3. Vietnam War, 1961 -1975 . Women -United StatesHistory -20th century. 5. Women -Vietnam -History -20th century. 6. Sex role -United States -History -20th century. 7. Sex role -Vietnam -History20th century. 8. Masculinity -United States -History -20th century. us who study the Vietnam War, and I greatly appreciate the kindness and generosity that Laura Calkins, Ty Lovelady, and Steve Maxner showed me when I did research there. Amy K. Mondt was especially helpful in walking me through the process of obtaining permission to use images from the Vietnam Archive. At the Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS), James Danky was enthusiastic and helpful when I was just beginning my research, and the collection of GI antiwar newspapers housed at WHS led me to the ideas that became the foundation for this book. I am also grateful to the archivists who photocopied many pages for me from the Marguerite Higgins Papers at the Syracuse University Library Special Collections. It is good to have friends in high places, and Sondra Zaharias, a fellow Marquette class of 1998 graduate now employed at Getty Images, helped me get the rights to publish an image of Madame Ngo Dinh Nhu, one of my earliest inspirations for this book. Without that photograph, the book would just not feel complete to me. As I tested my ideas and research at conferences, I received helpful and encouraging feedback from fellow participants at the annual meetings of the Society for Military History and the Organization of American Historians, as well as at Texas Tech's Vietnam Symposium and the War and American Identity Conference at University College Dublin. I especially thank Justin Hart, Steve Maxner, David Ryan, and Janet Valentine for their comments on my work.
Michael Foley saw promise in this project when it still seemed like a rough draft to me, and I am eternally grateful to him for pushing me to do my best work and for believing in its value. In his capacity as coeditor of The Sixties: A Journal of History, Politics, and Culture, Mike reached out to me, a new scholar, with respect and enthusiasm, and he has been a steadfast supporter ever since. His work on draft resistance www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press Cambridge University Press 978-0-521-76275-5 -Beyond Combat: Women and Gender in the Vietnam War Era Heather Marie Stur Frontmatter More information Acknowledgments xi during the Vietnam War is a model of scholarship, and through his peace activism, he lives the ideals that he teaches. Mike is also a dad, and our email conversations have often turned to the joys and challenges of raising young children while trying to write books.
Closer to home, I am inspired and sustained daily by my amazing colleagues in the History Department at the University of Southern Mississippi. Not only am I surrounded by brilliant scholars and innovative teachers, but there is laughter in our hallways, as well as good music in the main office thanks to Shelia Smith, our extraordinary office administrator who knows the inner workings of the university better than anyone. For her patience and support, I owe Shelia way more thanks than I can express here. I am especially thankful to my friends in the Center for the Study of War and Society: Susannah Ural, Andrew Wiest, and Kyle Zelner, and I owe a deep debt of gratitude to my department chair, Phyllis Jestice, who somehow found time in her jam-packed schedule to read my entire manuscript and offer detailed comments that seemed to come from a specialist in modern U.S. history even though she is a medievalist. Phyllis is a visionary department chair, committed to cultivating a faculty of productive, successful, and happy scholar-teachers, and she makes special efforts to help junior faculty achieve their professional goals. I am one of the lucky recipients of her support. I also thank Michael Neiberg, now of the U.S. Army War College, who was my faculty mentor during my first year at Southern Miss. His guidance and encouragement were crucial as I learned the ropes of being a history professor, both at the university and in the profession at large.
At Cambridge University Press, I am grateful to my editor, Eric Crahan, who saw something worthwhile in this project and who patiently guided me through the publishing process. A constant advocate for me, Eric helped me focus the project and remained committed to helping me achieve its full potential. His assistant, Abigail Zorbaugh, and Paul Smolenski, senior production controller, worked hard to prepare the manuscript for publication, and I thank them for their support. I also thank senior project manager Peggy Rote and the copy editors at Aptara, Inc., for seeing the manuscript through the final stages of production. The two anonymous readers who commented on the manuscript offered wise insights and thoughtful suggestions that strengthened the book immensely. I am extremely grateful to the readers for the time they took with my work.
This book would not have been possible without the women and men who generously shared with me the stories of their service in Vietnam for their love and support. My Grandma and Grandpa Stur did not live to see the completion of this project, but they were two of my biggest cheerleaders, and I love and miss them terribly. I know they are watching over me and beaming with pride.
Craig Werner has already been mentioned several times in these acknowledgments, and that is a testament to how important he is to me. Ever since we met at Borders in Madison, Wisconsin, one cold morning years ago and bonded over our shared love of Springsteen's "Incident on 57th Street," Craig has been a devoted mentor and a steadfast friend. He has believed in me when my own faith has faltered, and he pushes me to think more deeply, write more confidently, trust my instincts, and stay true to my convictions. For those reasons and more, Craig's imprint is all over this book. He has read every word many times and provided countless wise comments, graceful critiques, and empathetic pep talks as the project took shape and evolved over time. I am a better scholar, a better writer, and a better teacher because of Craig, and I hope that I can at least begin to repay him by channeling his energy when I mentor my own students. Muchas gracias, mi amigo.
Two people have brought the ultimate joy and purpose to my life. Jay Van Orsdol is my artist and my guitar man, and on more than one occasion he has turned our little house in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, into a juke joint. He is a patient problem-solver and an affectionate father, and he makes a mean red beans and rice. His kind-hearted smile has never stopped melting my heart. Angus "Cheeky Boy" Van Orsdol loves everything about this life (including the spicy red beans and rice), and he lets us know that with his big belly laugh and his happy dance. He is my sweet baby boy, and I hope he grows up to be just like his daddy. For the life that we have created, and for all that is yet to come, I dedicate this book to my guys with deepest love.
